SCHOPENHAUER
is to be overcome is (egoism,' an excessive degree of which is the mark of the character we call ' bad/ The ' good' is what donate and Spencer call the 'altruistic' character. This difference between characters Schopenhauer goes on to explain in terms of his metaphysics. The egoist is so deluded by the principle of individuation that he supposes an absolute cleft between his own person and all others. The remorse of conscience from which he suffers proceeds in part from an obscure perception that the principle of individuation is illusory. Genuine virtue springs out of the Intuitive (not merely abstract) knowledge that recognises in another individuality the same essence as in one's own. The characteristic of the good man is that he makes less difference than Is customary between himself and others. Justice Is an intermediate stage between the encroaching egoism of the bad and positive goodness. In the renunciation of rights of property, and provision for all personal needs without aid from others, practised by some religious and philosophical ascetics, It is passing over Into something more. There is, however, a certain misunderstanding involved in so Interpreting strict justice; for there are many ways in which the rich and powerful can be positively 78